
Rosalind Franklin 

Rosalind Franklin was born on the 25th of July, 1920 in London.  She displayed exceptional 
intelligence from early childhood at age 15 knew she wanted to be a scientist.  She studied 
physics chemistry and mathematics at Cambridge wining multiple awards.  In 1945 she earned 
a doctorate in physical chemistry.  Rosalind died of ovarian cancer at age 37.  

The ANU Team 

While working at King’s College  Rosalind used X-ray crystallography to obtain the above high 
resolution photo (Photo 51) of crystallised DNA fibres. From this it could be deduced that DNA 
has a helical structure and that the phosphates were on the outside. James Watson and Francis 
Crick were shown the photograph by Maurice Wilkins without Rosalind’s knowledge. 4 years 
after Rosalind’s death, Watson and Crick won a Nobel prize for solving the structure of DNA. 


